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head stood the Heir-Presumptive. I believed that I should
take vengeance on them all in taking vengeance on him."
And Princip, who fired the fatal shots, defiantly asserted,
"I am not at all sorry that I cleared an obstacle out of our
path. He was a German and an enemy of the South
Slavs."1 By Russians likewise he was regarded as an
enemy, of whom the Tsar was fortunately rid by the crime
of Sarajevo. "Not only in the press, but also in society,
one meets almost nothing but unfriendly judgments con-
cerning the murdered Archduke, with the suggestion that
Russia has lost in him an embittered enemy," reported the
German Ambassador at St. Petersburg. The German
Kaiser, on the other hand, in one of those marginal notes
which unrestrainedly expressed his inmost thoughts and
first impressions, wrote in comment on this report, "The
Archduke was Russia's best friend. He wanted to revive
the League of the Three Emperors." 2
The misconceptions and conflicting views current about
the Archduke alive, were as nothing to those which circu-
lated upon his death. It was said that he .had plotted to
displace his uncle; and was planning to break ug the Dual
Monarchy in alliance with Emperor William by seizing
Poland and Venice and by creating two new states over
which his sons might ultimately rule, while German Aus-
tria was to be added to the German Empire as Emperor
William's reward. It was darkly hinted that his tragic death
was due to the connivance of Austrian officials, who wanted
to prevent these suspected designs, or at least wanted to
throw the blame on Serbia and so have a pretext for the
annihilation of this neighboring kingdom. Other rumors
alleged that his assassination was due to the fact that, as a
i Pharos, Der Prozess gegen die Attentdter von Sarajevo (Berlin, 1918),
pp. 11, 13, 30. The idea that Franz Ferdinand headed the militarist
clique and was an enemy of the Serbs was, as will be seen below, wholly
incorrect,
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